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into a moved-in end position and into a moved-out end position and, when moving out, 
penetrate into said recesses within the container walls, 

every locking element being in the form of a projection from a plate which is 
directed parallel i.o the outwardly directed wall of said container door, wherein al) plates 
share a common drive in form of a rotatable disk driven by a motor and acting in the locking 
and unlocking direction for connecting rods provided for displacing the plates, the plates 
being fixed in thr. moved-in end position and in the moved-out end position by said 
connecting rods; 

means fo» providing that the penetration of the locking elements into said recesses is 
effected along a curved path as a result of a movement of each locking element into a 
corresponding recess as well as in a direction normal thereto, 

said means for providing a curved path further comprising structure to maintain and 
move every plate parallel to an outwardly directed wall of said two parallel walls of the 
container door by means of couplers, said couplers for every.plate being parallel to each 
other and rotatably connected to said plate and also to said outwardly directed wall so that, 
as a result of the couplers, there is a predetermined distance between every plate and said 
outwardly directed wall in the moved-in state, which distance decreases during the outward 
movement umil lug locking element comes into contact with a contact surface in the rece-s 
against which the locking element is pressed under tension in its moved-out end position. 

2. (OriginaA) The uiTangement according to claim 1, wherein the locking elements are adjacent 
to one another. 

3. (Original) The ju rangement according to claim 2, wherein one end of each connecting rod is 
rotatably fitted to a plaU;, the other end being rotatably fitted opposite thereto at a disk so as to lie 
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outside an axis thereof, and wherein the plates are fixed in the moved-out end position by rotating 
the disk beyond a dead center position. 

4, (Original) The arrangement according to claim 1, wherein one end of each connecting rod is 
rotatably fitted to a platt:. the other end being rotatably fitted opposite thereto at a disk so as to lie 
outside an axis thereof, and wherein the plates are fixed in the moved-out end position by rotating 
the disk beyond a dead center position. 

Please add new claims as follows: 


few) A transpo r t container for wafer-shaped objects, the container comprising; 

a container for holding the objects, the container having a plurality of walls, the 
walls havkig a pl u rality of recesses^ 

a conraaier door fitted in said container and comprising two walls, spaced apart from 
each other, a lockiHg and unlocking arrangement positioned within the door and between the 


tWQ walls^ the locking and unlocking arrangement comprising a pluralilyof locking 
elements moveab l e between^ moved-in state and a moved-out state, whereby in the moved- 
. out state the locking elements penetrate into said recesses in the container walls, the locking 
and unlocking arn ingement further aprnprising a plurality of couplers, the couplers eac h 
being pi votally mounted to one of the oV)r walls and having an axis, each locking clement is 
coupled to a coup l er whereby the penetration of each of said locking elements into a recess 
is effected along a curved path. 

6. (New) The transport container of claim 5 wherein the locking and unlocking arrangement 
further comprises a plate and each locking element is a component part of the plate. 
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fNevv) The transport container of claim 6 wherein each plate has a plurality of couplers 
attached thereto . 


8. flSfevto The transport container of claim 6 wherein each plate has two couplers connecting 
between the wakand the plate and the couplers are configured as a parallelogram. 

9. (New) The transport container of claim 5 wherein the each locking element is rotatably 

coupled to a coupling jrrtmiber. 

10. (New) The trans port\pntainer of claim 5 wherein the locking and unlocking arrangement 
further comprises a rotalable disk with a plurality of disp l acing elements each having two ends with 
one end of each displaci n g elcmentxptatablv connecting to the rotatable disk and the other coupled 
to the locking clement. 

,1 1. (New) The transport container of craim 10 wherein the locking and unlocking arrangement 
further comprises a olur a lity of plates and caclilocking element is part of a plate and each 
displacing element is coupled to the locking element through the plate. 

12, (New") A transport container for w^afer-shapedvobiects. the transport container comprising a 
container and a door to c lose the container, the door comprising a pair of walls and a locking and 
unlocking arrangement positioned between the walls, the locking and unlocking arrangement 
comprising: 

a plurality of locking elements extendable out of tflte door to engage recesses in the 
container, at leas t one locking element extending in one dirccNcjn and atjeast one locking 
element extending in the opposite direction to engage recesses irkthc container: 


4 


Received from < 6123499266 > at 4/11/03 5:05:59 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


04/11/2003 16:06 FAX 612^99266 PATTERSON THUEXTE SKAAR © 006 


Reissue Patent Application No. 6,000,732 

\ a rotatabl e disk positioned in the door, the rotatable disk coupled to t he at least one 
locking •element extending in one direction and the at least one locking element extending in 
the opposltgsdire e tion, 

a plurality of couplers, the couplers having two ends with one end of one coupler 
attached to and r o tatable about an axis at one of the parallel wails and the other end of said 
one coupler bein * atnfohed to and rotatable about an axis at the at least one locking element 
extending in one directiorK with one end of another coupler attached to and r otatable. about 
an axis at the one of the paraHel walls and the other end of said another coup ler being 
attached to and r otatable about ak axis at the one locking element extending in the opposite 
direction, whereby the locking elements extend outwardly in a curved path. 

13. (New^ The transport container of clain\l2 wherein the rotatable disk i s coupled to the at 
least one locking element extending in one dkectiQn and the at least one locking element ex tending 
in the opposite direction bv a pair of plates positioneAin the door, o ne plate extending between the 
rotatable central disk and the at least one locking element extending in one direction, the other p late 
extending between the rotatable disk and the at least one Id lin g element extending j n the opposite 
direction, each of the pl a tes coupled to the rotatable disk such\that rotation of the disk mo ves the 
plates inwardly and outwardly with respect to the rotating disk, \ 

14. fNew) The tran s port container of claim 13 wher ein each platfc is coupled to the rotatable 
disk by a connecting rod extending between the disc and the plate. \ 

15. (New') The tran s port container of claim 13 wherein each plate ha s Vo couplers attached 
thereto and wherein each plate and the two couplers and the one of the paxallfr] walls of the doo r 
form a parallelogram. \ 
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l A [New} A seaJabl c. and transportable container for wafer- shaped object s, the transportable 
container comprising: 


this 


a ^r,nt a in,. r including 3 first wall and a second wall, one or more, reces ses in each of 
;t wall and second wall: 


jlonrwii h a seal between the door and the c ontainer, the door comprising a pair of 
walls an Arrangement for locking and unlocking the d oor disposed within the door between 
the pair of ws 

whcrein\e arrangement for locking and unlocking the door com prises a plurality 
lock-in? elements ex Wndable out of the door by a shar ed driv e for penetration into a pluralit y 
of recesses in the enntA ier. and wherein each of t he, locking elements follows a C urved_patlv 

1 7. CNew) The ar^ uams of r.laKn 1 6 , wherein the latching assembly further comprises a 
plurality of couplers, ea ch cou pler rotaWv connected to one of the wails with a first axis jj araUel to 
the wall and roratablv connected at the lo^ana eleme n t s w ith an axis parallel to . the first axis, the 
couplers providing the curved path of the locki ng, element, 

1 8. (New^i A contai nex door fitted in said conku n er and havin g a locking and unlocking 
arrapjemgnL the lockin B and unlockin g airangemenVcomnrising a plurality of prQiections qhe 
projections eac h movea ble between a moved- in st a t e ar fr a m nved-out state, whereby jn the roo yed^ 
out state the locking ele ment, penetrate into sa i d recess cs\ the c ontainer walls, the locking and 
unlocking arrangement further comprisin g a plurality of couplers the couplers each b eing rotatab .l v 
mounted to one of the door walls, each pro j ection having a coupler coupled t hgrelojwtoebvjhe 
penetration of each of said projections i nto a recess is effected alonXacurved path. 

19. (New) A transEort container for wafe r-shaned objects the transWt container comprising a 
container and a door to close the containe r the door comprising a pair of wNnMs and a locking and 
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